FAMILY BACKGROUND                       3
bad hardened and rendered him immune to the
tender and artistic touches of life, so much so that
it appeared that his aim in life was fixed, his daily
routine was fixed aad his career was fixed as a.
matter of course. Abdul Samad and his other three
brothers and two sisters were not under the influence
of their father, who devoted most of his time to
service and prayer, and left domestic matters entirely
to his wife who belonged to an old Jagirdar's family
in Bangalore* The lady was cultured and, unlike her
husband, of a lively disposition. Temperamentally
the husband and wife were thus poles apart but
things went on smoothly at home all the same, The
children were greatly attached to the mother who
won their hearts mostly through her charming
and affectionate nature, and the father commanded
respect through his non-Inter^rence.
Young Abdul Satnad being the fourth of the
family was neither his fathers pet dor his mother1^
darling. He did not enjoy any privileges at home
and thus saved from being spoiled. His playmates
were few and his surroundings dull for a boy of his
age. He was not even allowed to choose his own
friends, but had only to mix with boys whom his-
parents chose for him* Once he was given a good
thrashing by his father for having been seen in
doubtful company. Being rather sensitive the boy
must inwardly have revolted against such unjustifi-
able lestrictions imposed upon him.
It is strange that parents, instead of being oa